Arny Corps of Engineers
Press Conference
Tuesday, Septenber 6, 2005

OPERATOR. Wl cone to today's conference. Al
l[ines will remain in a listen-only node until the question-
and- answer session, and at that tinme if you would like to
ask a question, you may press star, one on your tel ephone
touchpad. And at this time | would like to turn the cal
over to Dana Crui kshank. You may begin.

MR CRU KSHANK: CGood afternoon, |adies and
gentl enmen. Once again, sorry for the delay. W just had a
few comuni cations i ssues, but we have them patched up.
Thank you for your patience.

This is Dana Crui kshank, the public affairs
office of the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers headquarters in
Washi ngton, D.C. Joining us on the call we have Al Naom ,
Greg Breerwood (ph), and Walter Bauny of our New Ol eans
District, here to discuss the |evee situation as well as
dewatering efforts in New Oleans. |I'mgoing to turn it

over to them and I'll let themintroduce thensel ves.
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MR NAOM: This is Al Naom, senior project
manager, New Ol eans District.

MR. BAUWY: Hi, this is Walter Baumy, chief of
engi neering, New Oleans District.

MR. BREERWOOD: This is Geg Breerwood. | amthe
deputy district engineer for project nanagenent.

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham chi ef
engi neering construction for the Corps of Engineers | ocated
in Washington, D.C. [1'Il try to kick this off. Wat |I'd
like to do is take the first few m nutes and ask the team
down range to give you a general overview and briefing of
the status of progress over the |ast few days since we had
this last news session, and then we'll open it--go directly
into opening it up for questions and answers for you.

So, with that, Walter, 1'd ask one of you all to
take the | ead and go ahead and give us an update since our
| ast--1 guess it was Friday we had this. So go ahead.

MR. BAUWMY: This is Walter, B-a-u-my, and we've
made quite a bit of progress over the |ast few days. W' ve
been working very closely with all our local entities--
Sewage and Water Board, the Levee Board, the State, and so

forth--trying to cone up with an approach that we can just
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keep noving as quick as possible. So on the 17th Street
Canal [inaudible] area of the Hammond Hi ghway Bri dge cl ose
to just where we want it. W left a 40-foot opening in
the--that will allow water to flow out to the |ake. Just
this norning, we conpleted an access road that will give us
access over to the London Avenue site, which is sonething
we' ve desperately needed.

The punp stations are starting to get online on
17th Street Canal. Punp Station 10 is actually punping at
this point. Punp Station 6 was--we had sone |uck getting
it started, but they're doing a little bit of repair work
right now trying to clean up sone debris out of the area.
So that should be online, we're hoping, fairly soon. So
we' |l have a punp station there that can get water directly
into the | ake and out of the city.

Punp Station 1, which is a little bit further up
in the system should be able to punp to Punp Station 6,
and that will drain the upper area, uptown areas. And over
on the east side, Punp Station 19 has been running for sone
time, so we're evacuating water fromtwo areas, fromboth

sides at this point in tine.
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Over at London Avenue, we decided to put a
closure at the Leon T. Sinon (ph) Bridge simlar to what we
did at 17th Street Canal, and the contractor is nobilizing
to the site at this tine. He should start driving piles
maybe tonorrow norning or tonight--sonetinme tonight.

At [inaudi ble] place, we'll start using sone
tenporary punps so we can start punping down fromthe
London Avenue Canal. Those punps are located in the
fabrication yard, and the contractor is eval uating what
sort of piping fabrication he needs to do to accommbdat e
the site.

Movi ng over to New Ol eans East, we've got quite
a nunber of punps headed that direction at this point in
time, tenporary punping, but also two of the three big punp
stations on the Lake Pontchartrain side are currently
operating. The third one needs a generator, and we're
sending that to them | don't have a tine when it wll
arrive at this point in tine.

We did a breach over on the QWVNin that New
Ol eans East area, and we've drained as nuch water as we
can there. And we're also working on the punp station in

that area, trying to get that noving
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Going down to St. Bernard, [inaudible] part of
New Orleans in the St. Bernard areas, we' ve acconplished
several breaches in that area, and we're now working on
cl osing those breaches. And let ne go back into New
Orleans East. W're closing that breach as we speak too.

We've identified a need--or the |ocals have
identified a need for fuel to run their punp stations, so
we're going to send that down there through FENA.

There are several breaches on the back | evee, the
| ocal levee, that resulted either during the stormor were
made by the local interests prior to us getting down there.
So we'll repair those, too.

Pl aqguem nes Parish, noving further south, one
punp station is running that we know of. W're doing sone
nmore recon, trying to get a handle as to what el se may be
comng up, and as in St. Bernard, we're trying to get
tenporary punps down to those |ocations. There were
numer ous breaches nmade in Pl aquem nes Parish, both sides of
the river, many by | ocal forces and sonme by contract
forces. So we've got a handle on that. The breaches have
been effective in getting the bulk of the water out to the

| evel of the water on the outside--in other words, Qlf
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| evel --and now we need to cl ose those--close the breaches
and get punp stations back in service or supplenent them
Wi th tenporary punps to punp the remai nder of the water
out .

That's it for now, Don

MR. BASHAM Ckay. Let's go ahead and open it up
for questions.

MR. CRU KSHANK: Mbderator, we're ready to take
guesti ons.

OPERATOR:  Thank you, sir. If you would like to
ask a question, please press star, one.

Qur first question cones from David Butler.

MR. BUTLER  Sir, could one of you describe in
nore detail the places of the breaches? And the ones that
you described in New Ol eans East and St. Bernard, are
t hose purposeful breaches that you nmade, or are those
acci dental ones that were caused by the stornf

MR. BAUMY: New Ol eans East, we made the bridge.
In St. Bernard, we made some and sonme were caused by the
storm

MR. BUTLER: And can you descri be how many there

are? You said several, but can you be nore specific?
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Hel 1 0? 1'mnot able to hear your answer.

MR. BAUMY: Ckay. |I'mlooking at a map. 1In the
St. Bernard area, there were approxi mately four made by the
stormalong the--well, let nme retract. It |ooks |ike at
| east six nmade along the--fromthe storm but the outer
| evee had sone breaches in it, too, and | need to get a
better handle as to the damage that was occurred--that
occurred out there. W're actually concentrating on the
inferior levee at this point, to seal that off and stop any
sort of waters fromcomng in at that perineter

MR. BUTLER  Okay, and by other |evee, you nean
t he one that borders the | ake, or--or--

MR. BAUMY: This doesn't border the |ake. It
borders the MRGO (?), and also the (?) Canal .

MR. BUTLER. Okay.

VR. : Would you mnd just telling us
what the MR is, for those who are unfamliar?

MR. BREERWOOD: It's the M ssissippi River-aulf
Qutlet. It's an alternate channel. It was built to get
past sone of the Mssissippi River. 1It's nore of a direct
inflet to New Orleans. This is G eg Breerwod. Excuse ne,

|"'msorry. Direct inlet to the port of New Ol eans, an
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alternate route so that deep draft shipping could cone in
and provide, you know, that comrercial shipping into New
O | eans.

MR. . Excellent. Thank you.

MR. . Can you--the sane way you've
described the St. Bernard Parish, can you describe the
nunber of storm-storm caused breaches in Pl aquem nes
Parish and New O | eans East?

VR. . Coul d you repeat the question?

MR. : Can you do the sane thing for
New Ol eans East and Pl aguenmi nes County that you did for
St. Bernard County, describing how many stormcaused
breaches there are and how many--ones that you did on
pur pose?

MR . Stand by [inaudible] hard tine
hearing you. He's looking for the storm danage breaches in
Pl aquem nes Parish, and which--

MR. : And New O | eans East.

MVR. . --parish, other parish are you
tal ki ng about, sir?

MR. . New Ol eans East and Pl aquem nes

Pari sh.
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VR. : New Ol eans East did not have
any breaches induced by the storm

VR. . Ckay.

MR. . Plaguem nes Parish, we're stil
eval uating that as far as stormversus induced by | ocal
interests or the Corps of Engineers.

VR. . Can you quantify in some degree,
t hough, whether there's a couple or many or thousands?

VR. . There's probably about half a
dozen down i n Pl aquem nes Parish, and right now our focus
is on closing those, not maki ng breaches. W' re focusing
on getting those closed, and we have our [inaudible] unit
out in the field doing that right now.

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham \Walter, correct
me if I"mwong, but | think part of the issue with what we
woul d call the controlled breaches of not being able to
identify whether they were part of the stormor we actually
made them The "we" could be the Corps of Engineers or the
| ocal | evee and drainage district, and there are sone areas
that they--the drainage district got out early on that were
able to get out in the area and nmake sone of those

control |l ed breaches to start getting the water out before
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we were able to get nobilized and get there. And so in
trying again, the conmunications challenge is still a
chal | enge down there, and so I woul d--you know, that's part
of the reason we're unable to tell you whether it was an
actual controlled breach or a breach.

We do know that the |levee district's out there
wor king very hard to deal with this situation, too, and in
many cases, it's onesies and twosies people that got out
there and tried to work on sonme of these.

Is that fair, Walter?

MR. BAUMY: That's accurate.

MR. . Okay. Thank you.

MR. BASHAM  Next question.

OPERATOR:  Thank you. Qur next question is from
Randol ph Schm dt of the Associ ated Press.

MR. SCHM DT: Yes, really tw questions. Can you
estimate yet howlong it's going to take to drain the city
and after that, how long to get things dried out?

VR. . Right now we're | ooking at
af terwards anywhere from 24 to 80 days, and, you know,
we' re working every avenue to do everything that we can to

get the parishes and the city back up in order. | feel
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we're making a | ot of progress at this point in tine. W
can start seeing things actually happening on the ground,
which is what we've been after the entire tine. So, you
know, we're getting access to areas that we could not get
to, and that's going to help us greatly.

MR. SCHM DT: How about getting it dried out
once--things dried out once the water's drai ned?

VR. : \Well, when the water's drained,
| nmean, we're going to acconplish the m ssion of getting
the water out of the city. As far as the reconstruction
effort, I have no prediction at this tine.

VR. | think it would be hard to
project at this point, you know, how long it would take
once you got the water out for it to dry up. You know,
that's predicated on this tinme of the year you still could
have nore rainstormevents cone in, and weat her

Qobvi ously, part of our plan here is while we talk
about it in some venue about being 80 days, we are
devel opi ng as we speak hopefully a way that, as the water
recedes, we can kind of project that over tinme so we can
start getting crews in there for life, health, and safety,

and people in there to start |ooking at buildings and
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integrity of buildings and start doing a better assessnent
of that. Right now, with nost of them being underwater, we
can't even get in there to have a chance to | ook at that
and see the condition of the infrastructure as it wll

exist afterwards. Cbviously, it had a lot of water that
went into the buildings, and so you had pressure on outside
of buildings. And now as the water recedes, that pressure
will reverse the opposite direction and apply a | oad on the
inside of buildings to the outside. |It's not typically
experienced by many buil di ngs, and so part of the
assessnent will have to be to go in and | ook at the
integrity of those buil dings.

OPERATOR:  Thank you. Qur next question is from
Neal Boyce (ph) of National Public Radio.

M5. BOYCE: H . Can you all hear me okay?

MR. : Yes, we can.

M. BOYCE: Thanks for taking my question, and if
| could ask you all to please identify yourself when
speaki ng. Sonetines when different people talk, it's a
little difficult to know

| wondered if you could just give us--you gave us

a nice detailed description of the different |evees and
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what's happening with each one, but could you give us a

sort of overall view of the state of the water in New

Ol eans, how nuch of New Orleans is still significantly
underwater. In places where water has been draining out,
how nuch of the water is gone? | nean, you nentioned that

in sonme places you're repairing intentional breaches
because a | ot of the water had receded and now you want to
nmove in with punps. |'mjust |ooking for a sort of overal

assessnent of the state of things conpared to, say, a week

ago.
Thank you.
MR BAUMY: | woul d- -
VR. . ldentify yourself.
MR. BAUMY: Ckay. Excuse nme. Walter Bauny. At
this point intinme, | wuld estimate in the range of 60

percent, maybe a little bit higher, a little bit |ower.

MR. BASHAM Walter, this is Don. Could you
maybe expound on that just a little bit for the folks? And
when we tal ked earlier, kind of talk about sone of the
di fferent sub-bases where you' d had--where you'd gone in

and made the controll ed breaches where at | east you've
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seen--in the last 24 hours seen sone reduction of a foot or
two foot in water |levels in some areas.

MR. BAUWY: |n areas where the--it depends how
much water--what the differential was between the inside
[ i naudi bl e] versus the outside stages. |In sone areas, we
may have had two feet of water higher inside the base, and
so we inmediately had a two-foot drop. In the |ower areas,
we may have had a four-foot differential, four to five feet
in sone cases, so those--that happens fairly quickly. You
know, wthin 24 hours you get that quick drop. Then the
real work cones in trying to punp down the rest.

The New Orl eans area, the city itself, in genera
you follow the river, so as you get closer to the Jefferson
Parish line, you' re going to have nore dry area, and the
Metarie [inaudible] spilling over to Jefferson Parish.

That area wraps into it on--closer to the river, so the
areas dry [inaudi ble] near the river. Everything drains
towards the | ake. And we have seen sone reduction in the
pools, but I can't tell you how nuch at this point.

M5. BOYCE: Thanks very nuch.

OPERATOR.  Thank you. Qur next question cones

from Matt hew Wl d of the New York Tines.
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MR. WALD: Thank you. If I could just go back
and ask you to clarify, M. Bauny, on the last thing you
said, that you estimated a range of 60 percent. That's 60
percent dry or 60 percent inundated? And then if you
could, I'd like to ask--I"mtold that the whole city has a
punpi ng capacity of about 40,000 cubic feet per second.
What capacity is running now?

MR. BAUMY: Various punp stations are starting
up. It's not a large capacity at this point. It's very
small, but it's at |east progress.

MR NAOM: And this is Al Naom . Keep in mnd
t hat of that 40,000, not all the 40,000 can effect
reductions in the [inaudible] area, because sone of the
40,000 is in areas that were not flooded, as on the west
bank of the Mssissippi Rver. So you have to be careful.
As far as identifying which punp stations are part of that
40,000, | really couldn't tell you. That would be nore of
a question for the |l ocal sewage and water board.

MR. WALD: But, A, what you're saying is sone of
the punps are not in a position to be useful.

MR NAOM: They're on the other side of the

river, and they get to other parts of the city, and so
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t hey--they keep those parts of the city dry, but those
parts of the city were not flooded, and so they can't be
used for this effort that we're undertaki ng now.

MR. WALD: Ckay. And | hear you saying al so that
you previously said you thought it would be 36 to 80 days,
now you're saying 24 to 80 days. Wat is it that |owered
the | ower end of the estimate?

MR NAOM : New Ol eans east bank, New Ol eans
East. W're just trying to work that. W're having a
little bit of success in identifying the problens at the
punp station, getting equipnent in to supplenment what needs
to be done there. W' re seeing sone progress with
generators en route to the punp stations. So those are the
types of things that we're seeing at this point in tinme.

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham | would say
that that range of dates from24 to 80 is across | guess
what's based--1 call the basic large five sub-basins. And
so each one of those basins, depending on the anount of
wat er that was in them and the amount of punp capacity we
can get up and running, that nmakes the judgnent of, you
know, of the mininumfrom24 to a nmaxi numof 80. That's

not the range necessarily that we got built into here of
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uncertainty, you know, from beginning to end. That's each
basin has its own ability to dewater and | ooking at that.

The other thing I would note is we're not totally
relying on the existing punp system | can't renenber
whet her Walter made a comment about it or not, but we're
al so looking to bring in supplenental punps and put them
where we can strategically put themto help with the
process. W're getting a trenendous outpouring of offer of
vol unteers for punps and generators. It's just--it's just
unreal, the people that's trying to offer them So we're
trying to | ook at that and see how we can get access and
get themin there. |In sone cases, we got--we got the
punps, but physically finding the [ ocation to get those
punps to a place that we can get themin meani ngful water
at this point in time with the--with the transportation in
the area is getting to be a trenmendous point.

| would tell you that we're even getting
vol unteers from Germany and the Dutch to offer assistance
from punps and generators and other naterials and
equi pnent. So there's just been an outpouring of support
for this. And | would tell you that the chief engineer

intends to work both with the | evee boards to get the punp
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plants and facilities up and running as quick as we can.
But we understand that there's probably a very good chance
t hat sonme of these are not going to work right off.
There's still some power problens and getting generators to
them And so we're |looking to bring humanly possi bl e every
punp to bear that we can put in that area to get it drained
out as quick as we can.

Next questi on.

OPERATOR:  Qur next question is from Heather Burk
of Bl oonberg News

M5. BURK: Hi. Just one clarification. The 60
percent, that's the anount of New Oleans that is stil
underwater. Correct?

VR. | didn't hear the question--

MR. BASHAM Yes. | think the predictions here
| ast week, the latter part of l|ast week, is that 80 percent
of the New Ol eans area was underwater. And | think Walter
was sayi ng now maybe 60 percent of that is still--

M5. BURK: Ckay. And ny second- -

MR. BASHAM Is that right, Walter?

MR. BAUMY: Yes, that's ny approximtion. | have

not cal cul ated that by any neans.
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M5. BURK: M second question is: R ght now the-
-yesterday the breach at the 17th Street Canal was fi xed,
but the two ruptures at the London Avenue Canal are still
bei ng worked on. Correct?

MR. BAUWY: That is true.

MR. BASHAM But | would tell you--this is Don
Basham | would tell you that our imedi ate focus on the
London Canal will not be focused on fixing those two
breaches because of the extent of the breach that we have
seen there after getting in and doing sone initia
checking. Walter nmentioned that we initially built a rock
di ke up at the head--that's just nothing nore than a little
dam up at the head of the canal that was built to stop the
water flow fromcomng in. But we've now decided since--to
the extent that we saw the damage to the breaching in the
two | ocations on that canal, to go back and build a sheet
pile wall simlar to what we built on 17th Street. And the
intent of that will be as |long as we can punp water out of
that area, we will build that sheet pile wall in, start
punpi ng wat er out of the channel back into Lake
Pontchartrain. W wll not punp--use that punp in that

canal. W'Ill divert that water to another punp, the idea
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being is we're going to try to punp that canal dry or down
sufficiently to where we can get in there and get the area
dried up to where we can get equi pnment in there and better
wor k on that.

So you will not see an immedi ate focus on that.
W' ve kind of turned our attention to the end of the canal
to block that flow off because that's a nore expedi ent way
to do that and start evacuating the water.

M5. BURK: So you're going to put a sheet pile
wall in there and punp the--punp the canal down into the
| ake, basically.

MR, BASHAM Yes, mm' am

M5. BURK: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. BASHAM Is that right, Walter?

MR, BAUMWY: Yeah, this is Walter Bauny. 1'd just
like to add a little bit of clarification. W're still
going to work on that punp station. W're not giving up on
that effort, and we're not giving up on closing those
breaches. But that's just not the priority at this point

in tine.
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M5. BURK: The priority is to get the water--the

priority is to get the water out of the canal, first of

all--
MR. BAUMY: -- [inaudible] close that down
[ 1 naudi bl e] - -
M5. BURK: --into the |lake, and then fix the
br eaches.
MR, BAUMY: -- [inaudible] water out of the city

and into Lake Pontchartrain.

M5. BURK: Okay. Okay, thank you.

OPERATOR  Thank you. Qur next question cones
from Tom I chni owski of Engi neeri ng News Record.

MR ICHNITOABKI: H . This is a question for M.
Basham | think. Qur understanding is that a small group
has been fornmed within the headquarters, under the head of
your chief of planning, to try to figure out even a rough
estimte of what the costs are in preparation for, you
know, future supplenental spending bills. 1Is that right?
| nmean, do you have any kind of rough estimate at this
point, or is it way too early? And can you confirmthat
you do have a small group trying to figure out the cost

ri ght now?
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MR. BASHAM It's too early to tell you what
t hose nunbers are because we're still trying to conpile
that. Yes, we do have a team | ooking at that, and we've
been asked to | ook at that by the adm nistration and
Congress, |l ooking at a potential supplenental bill to help
suppl enent the work down there. But it's just too early
for us, as you expect. And it's not just focused on the
New Ol eans-proper area; we're |looking at the entire | evee
system up and down the M ssissippi and al ong the coast and
ot her areas, and dredging in the ports, and what have you.
So it's a pretty enconpassing |look in the supplenental.

MR. | CHNI ONBKI :  Thanks. | just have one nore
question for the New Ol eans folks. Wat's the rough size
of the Corps enpl oyee workforce down there, and roughly how
many contractor workers do you have on the ground now?
Just a ball park.

MR RICKIE: This is John Rickie [sp]. W're al
| ooki ng at each other and trying to cone up with a good
honest nunber for you. W have probably, | believe,
sonmewhere close to 100 fol ks that are back down at the
di strict headquarters that have noved down there to join

the small staff that renmain behind. The contractor force
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has got to be in the hundreds, also with the work crews
that are joining the group down there fromthe other work
we have ongoing in our normal mssion. So, you know,

you' re tal ki ng probably upwards of over 500 people, |
think, it would be honest to say.

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham Let ne help you
with that because we just had a briefing on that this
norning. And this nunber is the total fight down there, if
you want to call it that, not just limted to the New
Ol eans area, but the devastation that's going on, that
went on in M ssissippi and Alabama, and starting to | ook at
it as debris cleanup

The Corps of Engineers has a little bit over
1,000 individuals involved in the effort right now M
guess is that nunber is probably really bigger than that,
but that's probably a--that's a nore accurate figure of
what we can account for today that's out there. | have no
i dea--1 could even begin to give you a good nunber of the
nunber of people that represent contractors, but | can tel
you we do have a nunber of contractors engaged. And |I've
got to tell you, the nunmber of contractors that we have

engaged both under contract and people that are
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vol unteering, again, tine and material and equipnent to
hel p support this effort is just trenendous.

OPERATOR:  Thank you. Qur next question is from
Peter Eisler of USA Today.

MR, EISLER Hi, gentlenen. One sort of
clarification point and one question. On the
clarification, | think all of us were generally reporting,
you know, inmrediately after the stormthat there were three
maj or breaches--the 17th Street, the London Avenue, and the
industrial canal. It sounds like the right way to describe
it mght be three major breaches and a | ot of smaller ones.
| was wondering if you could tell us, maybe, the best way
to describe sort of the total damage done by the storm
And al so, maybe, if you could nention what the current
status is of the industrial canal.

And then ny question is, will all the water
that's punped out of the city end up in the lake? And is
t here any--does anyone have any idea how nuch water that
is? And is there any concern about the water quality there
and what the effect m ght be on the | ake?

MR BAUMY: | woul d describe the breaches as

you' ve stated--three nmajor ones with several smaller ones.
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As the water recedes, we'll be able to get a better

vi sual i zation of what actually--if there's others that are
smal ler that mght require sone attention. The |IHN3
situation, we do have a contractor onboard and | understand
that he's out there on the ground working at this point in
tinme.

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham Let nme expand
on that, and then also I'll try to address the water
qual ity issue.

We need to keep in mnd here--and quite frankly,
we don't have those nunbers just yet, either, but
ultimately, when this is all said and done, we'll have to
put themtogether--if we had never had a | evee breach, we
still would have had a trenendous anount of water in these
sub- basi ns, you know, the--again, you're tal king about the
| evel of capacity of the stormyou had here conpared to
what the design was to. So trying to sort out what the
contri buteds you' d have fromthe stormwithin itself
wi t hout a | evee breach, plus what additional water you had
as aresult of the | evee breach, we're still going to have

to sort out.
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Wth respect to the water quality, we've been
wor ki ng very closely with EPA and have gotten all the
cl earances to this point as what we know about what the
water is in the city area-proper, and gotten clearances to
punp that out. O course, obviously, that will require us
to working again with EPA to closely nonitor that, take
sanpl es both inside and outside of what we're discharging.

MR. EISLER And is all that water going into
Lake Pontchartrain--none of it will go into the river?

MR. . That's correct.

MR. EI SLER G eat. Thank you.

OPERATOR.  Thank you. Qur next question cones
fromEric Berger of the Houston Chronicle.

MR BERGER H . 1've got a couple of questions.
First of all, you tal ked about that range of days from 24
to 80 and then nmentioned that it's so wi de because it
varies for each of the five sub-basins. Perhaps you could
give us an estimate of days for each of the five sub-basins
to dry out the city.

MR NAOM: This is Al Naom. |It's going to be
very hard to determ ne by sub-basin. 1'd say that right

now we're very early on in this process and, as we get punp
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stations online, | think the estimate will be nore refined.
But you see in an estinmate that says 20, 40, 80 days that
in the case there's a certain degree of uncertainty there.
It all depends on how many punp stations get onboard and
how efficient they are, what kind of debris gets trapped in
t he punps, do they go down, do they have to put them back
up. There's a lot of variability in that. And to give
estimates nmuch beyond that at this point, | think, would be
| eadi ng you down the wong path, and |I'd rather not have to
do that.

MR. BERGER: | appreciate that. Perhaps you
could maybe talk a little bit about what the | ast area of
the city to be dried out is likely to be.

MR NAOM: It's very hard to say right now |
think certainly we're working on all of the areas. It's
all going to depend on how many of the punp stations in the
various areas can punp efficiently and effectively.
think certainly the goal is to get themall out quickly, as
qui ckly as possible. | think as the week progresses we'll
have a better feel for that. Right now, we just started
punmpi ng on the 17th Street Canal, and as that punp station,

t hose punp stations get onboard, nore punps cone online,
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we'll have a better feel for that. But really, it's too
early to tell that, to even estimate a guesstimate right
now.

MR. BERGER: Ckay.

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham Let ne expand
on that a little bit, if you don't mnd. W're not--it may
appear, but we're not trying to be evasive. W just do not
want to put out information that people can start | ooking
at and give them hope that they can get back into their
home or their place of business here until we really can
get a firmhold on the conditions there. W're just now
starting to get the water out and get the breaches under
control, today starting to get sone really good
conmmuni cations with the Levee Board and the folks in the
area so we can really get a good handl e on the existing
punp capacity, so we also can see what el se--suppl enenta
punp capacity.

But I will assure you that within the next couple
of days we're working very hard right now to devel op sone
nmodel ing. We've done [inaudible] survey to be able to
devel op sone nodels that can give us sonme pretty good

projections of when we think that we can evacuate the water
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in the very sub-basins and we'll be sharing that with you
in the very near future. That's critical--we know that you
want to know that, but also, nore inportantly right now for
us in the fight is we want to be able to provide a tool for
FEMA and t he ot her agencies to know when water's going to
be off a certain area so that they can get in and start
search and rescue m ssions and | ooking for remains of

i ndividuals and start the reconstitution effort.

MR. BERGER: Then the second question | wanted to
ask was about the 17th Street Canal levee. I'ma little
unclear. Did you say that the sheet piling, you |eft about
40 feet open so that you could punp water out into the
| ake? And then secondly, has the |evee breach been fi xed,
or are you going to wait to do that?

MR. : Okay, I'"lIl answer that. The 17th
Street Canal needs to remain opened in the center as |ong
as the punp stations are capabl e of punping, because that
is the avenue for water to exit the city into the |ake.

The second part of the question regarding the
| evee breach, they're still working on it at this tine.
What we' ve done is we've stabilized it to the point that we

can get out there and then we can do sone nore renedi al
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measures on it to stabilize that section the way we feel it
needs to be prior to getting all the water down in the

nei ghborhoods in that area. So there's still work to be
done, but we're at the right stage at this point in tine.
We've got it where we expected it to be and we know what we
need to do just to go ahead and finish it off.

MR :  And we need to understand when we
tal k about "have it fixed," it's only fixed in a tenporary
nmeasure to control the flow of water right now Qbviously,
when we get this behind us and we can get the water |evels
back down, we'll have to go about going in and effecting a
nore pernmanent fix.

MR. BERGER  Thank you very nuch.

OPERATOR:  Thank you. Qur next question is from
Beth Healy of the Boston d obe.

M5. HEALY: H . Can you describe at all the path

and duration the contam nated water from New Ol eans wi | |

take from Lake Pontchartrain until it flushes out
eventually into the Gulf? | nmean, will it take nonths,
Wil it--and just the path it wll take.

MR : Can you repeat that question,
pl ease?
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M5. HEALY: [I'mtrying to understand the path and
the duration that the contam nated water will take before
it flushes out into the Gulf. WII it take several nonths

once it's in Lake Pontchartrain to get to the Gulf, or wll
it be quicker?

MR NAOM: This is Al Naom . There's a |lot of
variables in that. It depends on how nuch rainfall occurs
in the area, what the winds are, do we get north winds from
cold fronts--a lot of things affect that. The water does
circulate out of the basin eventually, but it depends a | ot
on net eorol ogi cal conditions, which we really don't have
much control or nuch know edge of, at |east not here.

Maybe some fol ks who are better attuned to that basin, as
far as the hydraulics of it, could answer that question.
We just don't have that answer right now.

M5. HEALY: All right. Thanks.

OPERATOR:  Thank you. Qur next question is from
Pete Carey of Knight R dder.

MR. CAREY: M question goes back--and you' ve
described this before, but I just want to hear it again.
Can you tell ne, when you first | earned of the breach on

Monday, how you | earned about it, and then what you did
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with that information? That would be the 17th Street
levee. Still trying to get this. Gkay?

MR. BAUMY: This is Walter Bauny. |t was obvious
that there was a breach there. | nean, the news nedi a,
| evee district, contact with the Emergency Operations
Center in Baton Rouge, and various neans of getting that
comuni cation to us, it was very obvious there was a
breach. And we knew it was a |long way away fromthe road.
And we were even--before we had any sort of plans together,
all folks were working on this, the local |evee district,
the state departnment of transportation, the Corps of
Engi neers, everybody was working to get equipnment out to
the site, finding any material that they can nake to get
back to the breach area. And we've also had contract
forces. So it was sort of a group effort. But the state
initially got out there and they just started buil ding that
road back there and then we cane in with our contractors to
suppl enent that effort -- give themsone heavy-duty
capability to speed the process up of getting back to the
breach and closing it.

The obstacles that we face involve just getting

material to the site. And so all avenues were working to
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| ocate material and equi pnent that we could get there,
realizing that the city was i nundated. You know, as soon
as we |earned of it, all forces were working, noving
towards a fix.

MR. CAREY: And you learned of it Monday norning,
is that right, froma--

MR BAUMY: | don't recall the exact tine.
It was right after the storm

MR. CAREY: (kay. So, what day?

MR, BAUMWY: Wiew. | don't even know what today

MR. CAREY: (kay. But Monday?

MR. BAUMY: Yeah, Monday norning--1 believe
Monday norning, the 29th, is when the storm canme ashore.

VR. . Peter?

MR. CAREY: Yeah.

VR. . Actually, we learned about it--this
is Geg Breerwood--1 think it was the mddle of the night
when we got the first call that it was a, you know, a
breach or a suspected breach because water was comng in
after the storm That's when we heard it.

VR. . Mddle of the night on Mnday?
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MR. BREERWOOD: It was actually, actually into
Tuesday. | think it was very early Tuesday norning, 2 or 3
o' cl ock.

MR. . Okay, great. Thank you.

OPERATOR: Thank you. Qur next question is from
Arthur Hirsch of the Baltinore Sun.

MR. H RSCH: Yes, thank you. | just have one
quick followup to a question that was raised earlier. Do
| understand it correctly that there is no way to say the
rate at which water is being punped back into the |ake? |Is
that right?

VR. . Could you repeat it? Again, |I'm
having difficulty hearing your questions with the speaker
phone.

MR H RSCH  Sure. M. Walt(?) asked earlier
about the rate at which water was being punped back into
the lake. M understanding is that there's really no way
to say at this point with any accuracy at what rate water
i s being punped back into Lake Pontchartrain; is that
ri ght?

VR. : Yes. W know that several punp

stations are operating at a decent capacity, maybe sonewhat
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| ess than their official capacity, but the ones on 17th
Street Canal, they have started them up, and we've had a
little bit of difficulty with sone of the mechani cal

equi pnent, and pretty much expected that. So they have got
two of them-they've got one going for sure, the one on I-
10 that's definitely going at this tinme, but we' re not
exactly sure of the volume that they're punping at this
point in tine.

We have folks in the field trying to work that
with them with the Sewage and Water Board, and seei ng when
they' re going to be online.

Qur communi cations are still not very well with
the folks on the field. 1In sone instances they're out at
the site and they have to go to another |ocation to cal
us.

MR HRSCH: And the other question is, could you
gi ve us any sense of the amount of material that it took to
close the 17th Street levy to the extent that you have?
mean how nmuch nmaterial was dunped into that spot, and over
how many days did that operation of the dunping of those
bags with gravel or sand or whatever the material was, over

how many days did that take place?
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VR. : 1'd say five to six days we've
been dunping material in the site, but a |lot of that was
bui |l di ng access back to the breach area. And, no, | don't
have that quantity with ne.

MR H RSCH Al right, thank you

OPERATOR:  Thank you. Qur next question is from
Ann Carnes [ph] of the Wall Street Journal.

M5. CARNES: H . Thanks for taking questions. |
have two if |I could. First 1'd like to follow up on the
earlier explanation of the finding that there are breaches
on the levies in St. Bernard Parish. M understandi ng of
that is that the inner levies are the levies closer to the
devel oped areas and the outer |evies would be the ones
cl oser to the undevel oped marsh area going toward Lake
Bourne, is that correct?

MR. BAUMY: Yes. This is Walter Bauny
responding. That is correct. The--between the river and
the local levies are all of the residential area. Then
behind that is a ponding area, and the perineter levy is
closer to the MRGO G WV | oop.

M5. CARNES:. And ny second question is, do you

have any sense, based on what you' ve seen so far and what
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you know, of how high the storm surge was that cane in from
t he | akes, Lake Bourne and Lake Pontchartrain at this
poi nt ?

MR. . M best estimate at this point is
|"mgetting reports of up to 20 feet. And | haven't
substantiated that with high water marks, which we will do,
but predictions are in the 20 foot range.

M5. CARNES: For both |lakes or is that just Lake

Bour ne?
MR : Par don?
MR. : She said for both | akes?
MR. . This is along the St. Bernard--

yeah, it's generally the whol e area.

M5. CARNES: And how--if | could just follow up
l"msorry. | mean how high are the levies in St. Bernard
Pari sh?

VR. . The levies vary. |t depends on
its location in the system

M5. CARNES:. Coul d you give a range?

VR. : Around 17, 17-1/2 feet on the
federal levy. The interior levy I'mnot certain of that

hei ght, but it's nuch |ower than the federal |evy.
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M5. CARNES: And just again, you're not nmaking a
di stinction between flooding that woul d have conme in sort
of fromthe east as opposed to fromthe | ake to the north.
You' re saying that overall the surge was about 20 feet
estimated at this point?

VR. . Don, can you--we're having a hard
time hearing that |ast part of that question. Can you give
us that?

MR. BASHAM Yeah. | think the question she's
asking is on the surge that you're saying is 20 feet.
That's just an average over the whole area there, versus as
it would be on Lake Pontchartrain versus over the |ake on
t he east side?

MR NAOM: Yeah. This is Al Naom . GCenerally
speaking, the St. Bernard and east New Ol eans areas are
going to experience a higher surge than the Lake
Pontchartrain because they're nore adjacent to the Gulf of
Mexico. So we anticipate that the surge | evels woul d be
hi gher in those | ocations.

M5. CARNES: Again, just to try and nail this
down, so you're saying a surge fromSt. Bernard is

estimated--1 nean in the St. Bernard Parish area fromthe
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east woul d be about 20 feet, but it m ght have been | ower
sort of comng fromthe | ake to the north?

MR. NAOM : That's probably correct, but we don't
have the actual readings as yet. W're going to have to
analyze all of that, but that's what normally we would
experience on storm surges, that you d have a hi gher surge
el evation in the St. Bernard-east New Ol eans area, and a
somewhat | ower elevation on the |ake front, depending on
the path of the storm how fast it goes and the w nd
vel ocities.

M5. CARNES: Ckay. Thank you very nuch.

OPERATOR: Thank you. Qur next question cones
from Thomas Ferraro of NBC News.

MR. FERRARO. Hi. | just wanted to have a little
clarification, and it sounds like you're really not sure
about the punp stations and how many are actually
oper ati ng.

MR. BAUMY: This is Walter Bauny. W are sure
about certain punp stations that are operating. | know
four are operating at this tine.

MR. FERRARO So at |least four, but not all at

full capacity?
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MR. BAUMY: That is correct.

MR. BASHAM | think--this is Don Basham-1 think
we know whi ch punp plants are operating. W' re just not
sure of what the capacity that they're operating just yet.
And sone of them as he nentioned, | think the 17th Street
one, we got part of it operational, and then one of the
punps started heating up, and we had to do sone checki ng on
it. So as we start these up, sone of themare kind of at a
start and stop and check node for a short period of tine.

MR. FERRARO. And how many punp stations are
there in New Ol eans proper and how many--you need to get
up--you nentioned that sonme of themaren't under water so
you don't need to get them up, but--

MVR. . There's nunmerous punp stations.
| can't give you that exact answer at this point, but what
you' ve got is you' ve got a system where the Sewage and
Water Board will punp certain areas to different lift
stations and then lift the water around the city to
[i naudi bl e] that outer perineter. So we know that many of
the lift stations on the interior are working, could be

operating at this point in tine, but we need to get those
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perineter stations back in service so that we could feed
the water to them

MR. FERRARO. | see, thank you.

MR. : And I'd just like to clarify too,
when | gave you that nunber | was speaking predom nantly
about Ol eans Parish. St. Bernard Parish has several punp
stations in operation, and | know of four, but again, I
don't that capacity, and Pl aguem nes Parish has one
oper ati ng.

MR. FERRARO. Great, thanks.

OPERATOR:  Thank you. Qur next question is from
Dave Shartak [ph] of Construction Equi prent Gui de.

MR. SHARTAK: Thank you. Basically are there any
cost estimates yet for the repairs, the reconstruction, and
the rescue efforts?

VR. : No, there is not. That's
somet hing to--you know, still to be put together. The
comment a while ago was, you know, we're just now even
putting together supplenental, the steel pipe to clean up
in recovery efforts, so we have not got into |ooking at

figures to rebuild the levies and rebuild the cities and
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the comunities and towns throughout M ssissippi and
Al abanma.

MR. SHARTAK: Thank you.

OPERATOR:  Thank you. Qur next question is from
Nel | Boyce of NPR.

M5. BOYCE: Yes, thank you. Along the |lines of
aski ng about how many punp stations are working, | nean for
t hose of us who aren't so famliar wth New Ol eans’
punpi ng system could you just give us a general overview
of approxi mately how many punps there are in the areas that
woul d be useful in terns of getting water out, and
approxi mately what of the total capacity is now
operational? | nean we've heard there's at |east four, and
you' ve nmentioned a couple other stations in the other parts
of the city that may be working. But I'mtrying to get a
sort of nore big-picture sense of how nuch nore punping
will be able to be put online versus what we have now.

MR, BAUMY: Walter Bauny. There's approxinmately
20 within the affected area in Oleans Parish. St. Bernard
Pari sh approximately 8, and |I'm not -- Pl aguem nes Pari sh,

we're still trying to get our reconnai ssance fol ks out
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there to look at that, and we're analyzing the data that we
have. And we're estinmating naybe 7 to 8 in Pl aqueni nes.

M5. BOYCE: That sounds |i ke approxi mately about
40 stations?

MR. BAUMY: That's approxi nate.

M5. BOYCE: So about 40 stations. And of those
40 stations approxi mately how many are operating at some
capacity now?

MR. BAUWY: | would say maybe 10, as a rough
estimate.

M5. BOYCE: Ckay. And do you have any sense of
how many additional sort of nobile or tenporary stations
you all are thinking of bringing in?

MR. BAUMY: We're |ooking at every avenue on
tenporary stations. Probably about 4 to 5 spots at this
point intime that are actually there, but we're going to
| ook at bringing in many nore. That's already in the
wor ks.

M5. BOYCE: Ckay. Thank you. That's extrenely
hel pful. And one follow up question. You nentioned the
previ ous estimates were that about 80 percent of the city

was fl ooded in sone way. Now you' re saying that |ooks |ike
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it's maybe down to about 60 percent of the city. But is
there a qualitative sense of how the | evel of water has
changed? In other words, you know, have we gone from-are
all areas sort of slowy receding? Are there sone areas

that have receded quite a bit? O when you say, you know,

still 60 percent, does that nean, you know, 60 percent is
still essentially inaccessible by foot because it's covered
by water?

VR. . The estimates are crude at this

poi nt at best. You know we feel --we know the water is
receding. The areas that we breached--1 explained this
earlier--you know, we saw imediate relief in the areas
where we breached. So you know, sone area could have had a
4 to 5 foot drop over the last 2 days, and |I'm speaking
nmostly St. Bernard and Pl aguem nes Parish for that. And
New Ol eans east, with them punping out their one station
and now there's a second station on line, so we expect to
see that drop a quicker pace than we have seen.

MR. BASHAM |f you define that--this is Don
Basham If you define that in one way, where we nade
breaches, intentional breaches, you probably saw a nore

dramati c and appreciable owering of the water. \Were
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we' ve not been able to make any breaches and having to rely
so far on punping, you' ve probably seen |ess a dramatic
change in that, if that helps at all.

M5. BOYCE: No, that's very helpful. And just
one last question. 1In the areas where intentional beaches
wer e made, so you know, you could have seen a sort of
dramatic lowering of 4 feet or nore in just a couple days,
how high were the water |evels there before the intentional
breaches were nade?

VR, : | don't have the predicted
el evations, but we know the water was up by the rooftops,
so that tells ne at least 8 to 12 feet.

And just to clarify, we've breached everywhere
where it nade sense to breach. W did [inaudible] with the
contractor, and if the water levels would be greatly
reduced by a breach, then we breached. |If the water |evels
were close to equal or higher on the outside than the
i nside, then obviously you would not breach.

M5. BOYCE: Right. And fromwhat you said before
it sounded |like now you're going in and trying to repair
t hose breaches so that you can punp out what's left of the

wat er .
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VR. : That's correct. That is in
notion actually. They're out in the field doing that as we
speak.

MR. BASHAM This is Don Basham W don't have
to have those repaired before we can punp out water. The
urgency for repairing those is for the next rain event,
event that would have the exterior water |evel at whatever
you' re tal ki ng about being around, could have a rise and
actually bring water back in, so it's critical that once we
evacuate the water we can fromthe breach, is to get that
breach cl osed up because that community is exposed to the
exterior elenments if we don't get it closed back up. So
that's the urgency for closing up, not necessarily the
urgency for having it closed up before you can start
punpi ng.

M5. BOYCE: Right. Thank you very nuch.

OPERATOR:  Thank you.

VR. : This is headquarters. This wll
be our |ast question.

OPERATOR: Al right. Qur last question is from

Mel ani e Everslie [ph] of USA Today.
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M5. EVERSLIE: H . | just wanted to nmake sure |
was clear on the situation with the punps. There are about
40 punpi ng stations throughout the area, is that right, and
about 10 are operating right now?

MR. . That's an approxi mate nunber.

M5. EVERSLIE: Al right. And you nentioned that
there are four that you know of at the very least that are
operational. Can you--you may have nentioned this before
and if you did | apologize. | canme in late. But can you
tell me which four stations are up and runni ng?

VR. : We lost the last part of that
guesti on.

MR. BASHAM She wanted to know which four punp
stations were up and runni ng.

MR. : Okay. And again, I'mjust going
to focus on Oleans Parish. The I-10 punp station al ong
17th Street Canal; Station 19 at 1-10C, where it just
[inaudible] it into the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal; and
in New Ol eans East, the St. Charles punp station and the

Jacki e [ph] punp station are running.
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M5. EVERSLIE: Okay. | just want to read that
back. The 17th Street Canal Station. | think you said 19
at 1-107?

VR. . Let nme correct that right now
There's a punp station along the I-10 that discharges into
the 17th Street Canal, different than Punp Station No. 6,
which is at the head of the canal. Punp Station 6 was
started up. It experienced sone nmechanical difficulties,
and [inaudi ble] and clogging and so forth, so that's being
wor ked at this point in tine.

MS. EVERSLIE: COkay, so that--

MR. . [Inaudible] -- that one is
wor ki ng when | nentioned the four.

M5. EVERSLIE: So Punp Station 6 is one of the
four that are working?

MR. : No, that's not correct. The 1-10
punp station; Punp Station 19; St. Charles Punp Station and
Jackie Punp Station

M5. EVERSLIE: Ckay, |'ve got that. Thank you
very nuch.

MR. : You're wel come.
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VR. . Ladies and gentlenen, this
concludes today's news session. W really do appreciate
you all joining us and trying to help get the word out. |
woul d ask you to help us get the word out that FEMA and the
U S. Arny Corps of Engineers and the other federal
comunities are doing everything we can to the imredi ate
need, and the discussion today is get the water out of the
city of New Oleans and try to get back sone senbl ance
t here.

| know there's sone frustration--1 can tell in
your questions--of trying to get a better handle on the
estimte of when we're going to get water out of there, and
| promse you we will share that information with you just
as soon as we can get a little bit nore resolution and
| evel of detail ourselves and can rely on that, because we
know a | ot of people are just waiting to know that, when
t hey can get back into the conmunities and fanmlies and
homes and busi nesses, and we just don't want to m sl ead
fol ks, and so we're working on that very hard. 1It's not a
matter of interest. |It's a matter of getting the right

i nformation and determi ning what facilities are up and
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runni ng and what their capabilities are to evacuate the

wat er .

So thank you all very nuch.

VR. : Also | would like to add that
we'll be having this conference again tonorrow at the sane

time, 2:00 p.m Eastern tinme, and the nunber will be the
same. So you can use the same call-in information. Also
we are going to attenpt, just attenpt, to get the
transcript of this call up this afternoon, probably,
hopefully within the next 3 hours. |If not, they' Il be up
by tonorrow norning on the USACE website, which is
Www. usace. arny. ml .

Thank you very much. Have a good day.

OPERATOR: Thi s concludes today's conference. W

t hank you for your participation.
[ End of conference.]
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